Management of postoperative bilomas and biliary injuries associated with laparoscopic cholecystectomy with intrabiliary ethanol ablation and micro-coil embolization.
Laparoscopic cholecystectomy (LC) is the treatment of choice for gallbladder stones. One of the major complications associated with LC is bile duct injury; ligation or cutting of a bile duct can result in significant segmental biliary obstruction with cholangitis or bile leak, which can progress to bile peritonitis or biliary fistula. Most postoperative bilomas and bile leaks can be treated by percutaneous drainage and decompression of the biliary system by endoscopic stent placement or nasobiliary drainage. When conservative methods fail despite prolonged drainage, selective intrahepatic biliary ethanol and micro-coil embolization may be an alternative treatment. We report three successful cases where postoperative bilomas associated with laparoscopic cholecystectomy have been managed with intrabiliary ethanol ablation and micro-coil embolization.